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The Campaign Needs Your Personal Interest 


Every canner has an opportunity to push the Quality 
Canned Foods Campaign personally and through his sales force. 
This week there are being mailed to canners copies of the posters 
and Canned Foods Cues. Additional supplies of each can be fur- 
nished on request. 


Some canners have already arranged for displays of their 
products in retail stores; many others can easily do so. Besides, 
there are opportunities for demonstrations of quality foods that 
will make much more effective the advertising that is to appear 
in the newspapers. 

The success of the Quality Canned Foods Campaign from 
now on will be determined in great measure by the degree of per- 
sonal interest shown by canners and distributors. And all 
canners are earnestly urged to do their part. 


Depreciation Studies by Internal Revenue Bureau 


The Commission of Internal Revenue has notified the Na- 
tional Canners Association of its desire to establish deprecia- 
tion rates for plant and equipment used in various industries in 
order that the preparation and audit of federal income tax re- 
turns of such industries may be simplified and expedited. It is 
the purpose of the bureau to establish rates of depreciation, in- 
dustry by industry, from studies undertaken with the voluntary 
cooperation of the majority of taxpayers in such industries. 
The bureau has prepared schedules indicating the nature and 
purpose of the information desired. 
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The Association would like to have an expression of the 
views of its members regarding the cooperation with the bureau . 
in this investigation so that the matter can be taken up intelli- 
gently at the next meeting of the Board of Directors. The bu- 
reau has given its assurance that information furnished will be 
used only in the establishment of a general depreciation policy 
for the future and does not propose to apply it to past cases. 

If the Association does not cooperate in this investigation, 
it is quite probable that the bureau will go ahead with the study 
anyway and get information from persons who are not so well 
informed as the canners themselves. 

It is understood that similar investigations have been con- 
ducted in cooperation with the steel industry, paper industry, 
and in other lines. 


Pending Legislation 


Congressman Sinclair of North Dakota has introduced a 
bill (H. R. 10805) to amend the Tariff Act, one provision of 
which would increase the duty on unsweetened evaporated milk 
from 1 cent to 10 cents per pound and on sweetened condensed 
milk from 1!% cent to 15 cents per pound. 

Senator Capper of Kansas has introduced a bill (S. 1418) 
to protect trademark onions, distributors and the public in the 
distribution of articles of standard quality sold under a special 
trademark, brand or name. It has been referred to the Senate 
Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

The bill provides that it shall not be unlawful to enter into 
a contract, agreeing 

(1) That the vendee will not resell such a commodity ex- 
cept at a price fixed by the vendor, and 

(2) That the vendee will require any dealer to whom he 
may resell such commodity to agree that he will not in turn re- 
sell except at the price fixed by such vendor or vendee. 

Under certain conditions specified in the bill such agree- 
ment would not be binding. 


Importance of Contesting Unjust Claims 


The Association has recently successfully defended a suit 
involving alleged illness attributed to canned vegetables packed 
by one of its members. 


One of the Association's laboratory staff appeared as an 
expert witness in this trial and his report of the trial contains 
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some interesting observations. “At the conclusion of the trial 
I talked at some length with the claimant's attorney who said 
he could not see for the life of him why a great deal of money 
should be spent in fighting a case of this sort when it could be 
settled for a smail sum. I explained it was a matter of pre- 
cedent and that the Association was convinced that the product 
was above suspicion in this case. The attorney said that up to 
the time of the trial he had no doubt that he was prosecuting 
a bona fide case but as the trial proceeded he had acquired vari- 
ous misgivings. To illustrate the far reaching effect of a vic- 
tory of this kind the attorney stated that a woman had ap- 
proached him before this trial saying that she had been made 
ill by eating canned fish and asked him to take her case. He 
withheld acceptance of the case pending the outcome of this 
trial and he told me that unless the jury came through he would 
not accept the new case. In any event, he said that if he took it 
the claim would have to ascribe the illness from the fish to some- 
thing other than ptomaine poisoning.” 


U. S. Standards for Dry Beans 


U. S. standards for dry beans have been reprinted in con- 
venient handbook form available for distribution by the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics, U. 8. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. The handbook contains grade requirements 
and definitions of 19 commercial classes of dry beans. 


Wooden Brine Tanks 

During the past tWo years serious spoilage has been traced 
to the use of wooden brine tanks and the Research Labora- 
tory has been asked by several members to advise whether they 
should scrap such tanks. Inasmuch as the majority of tanks 
examined were found not to be infected, the laboratory could not 
advise wholesale replacement. Where infection has been found 
to exist, regardless of whether or not spoilage has occurred, there 
has been no hesitancy in advising change of wooden tanks to 
others of hard surfaced construction. 


For those members who wish advice in this connection, it 
is suggested that they submit to the laboratory thin strips of 
wood chiseled from the inner surface of each wooden tank used 
by them. At least six of these should be chiseled from each tank 
and they should represent different parts of the tank. These 
strips may be about 4 inches long and one-half inch wide. Each 
lot of strips representing one tank should be wrapped in paper 
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separately and marked with the tank number. These specimens 
will be tested for spoilage bacteria. 


It should be borne in mind that wooden tanks used for the 
storage of hot water and for blanching purposes are also possi- 
ble sources of contamination and samples of wood from such 
tanks may also be submitted. 


Survey of Marketing Expenses 


The Bureau of Business Research of the Harvard Univer- 
sity School of Business Administration is beginning to collect 
figures on the marketing expenses of “grocery manufacturers.” 

The Bureau has just published bulletin No. 69 “Marketing 
Expense Classification for Grocery Manufacturers.” This is 
the result of the first year’s work on this survey and has been 
developed from the study of the accounts used by representa- 
tive firms. It will serve as a basis for the collection of figures 
covering the year 1927. The list price of this bulletin is $1.50. 

Canners who are interested in this subject and any who de- 
sire to cooperate with the School in its survey may secure fur- . 
ther information by addressing the Harvard School of Business 
Administration, Boston, Mass. 


Seek Information on Rate-Making Policy 


The Senate on February 9 adopted and sent to the House a 
resolution calling upon the Interstate Commerce Commission for 
information regarding the extent to which the Commission, in 
making rate determinations, has been influenced by a desire to 
adjust different economic conditions in various sections of the 
country. The Commission is also asked to cite the sections of 
the law or the Constitution giving it authority to attempt to 
make such adjustments. 

As stated in the Information Letter for December 10 the 
decision of the Commission with respect to the rates on decidu- 
ous fresh fruits other than apples from California to eastern 
points has been taken to the courts by the carriers, who pro- 
posed a test of the constitutionality of the Hoch-Smith resolu- 
tion as interpreted by the Commission. 


= Canned Foods for Economical Menus 
The magazine section of the New York Herald Tribune for 
February 5 contains an interesting article by Colonel L. Brown, 
who discusses the grading of eggs which are sold in New York 
and suggests fruits and vegetables for economical menus in Feb- 
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ruary. The article is particularly interesting because it dis- 
cusses the relative merits and costs of canned and “fresh vege- 
tables.”” Among other things the article states: 


“Canned goods are perhaps more seasonable during Feb- 
ruary and March than at any period of the year. The range of 
fresh fruits is extremely limited, and especially so this season. 
Apples and cranberries are twice as high at wholesale as last 
year, and orange and grapefruit prices are more likely to ad- 
vance than decline. Fresh green peas, string beans, sweet corn 
and asparagus are all costly or out of the market altogether. 
Fresh fish supplies are uncertain during February, and it is a 
good time to turn to the various kinds of canned sea foods. 

“Many people are prejudiced against canned foods on the 
grounds that they are inferior in quality or are not ‘fresh.’ In 
a majority of instances such prejudices are ill founded. The 
average quality of string beans and green peas which arrive in 
market this month would not upon arrival meet the requirements 
of our best canners, or if they did, it would be the requirements 
of the lowest grade. A canner gets his supplies direct from 
growers with whom he has contracted, and within twenty-four 
to forty-eight hours of the time a product is picked it is in the 
cans. Compare this with the ‘fresh’ green peas and string beans 
now on the market. The peas are coming from Mexico, the 
string beans from southern Florida. An average of fifteen to 
twenty-one days elapses between the time peas are picked and 
the consumer purchases them. With string beans it is ten to 
twelve days. And, remember, a canner has special machinery 
for grading his product to a given size, while the ‘fresh’ product 
purchases on the open market runs the whole gamut of size and 
maturity.” 


Vegetable Shipments from Abroad 


The pre-season estimates of a shipment of approximately 
250,000 crates of vegetables to the United States from the Isle 
of Pines during the 1927-28 season will have to be reduced ma- 
terially because of the damage wrought by high winds and in- 
sufficient rains, according to a report received in the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics from Vice Consul Sheridan Talbott at 
Nueva Gerona. 

Complete reports now available from growing sections in 
the three Mexican West Coast States of Sonora, Sinaloa and 
Nayarit indicate that tomato exports for the 1927-28 season 
will not exceed 1,920 carloads, representing a loss of approxi- 
mately 65 per cent from the 5,574 carloads estimated as the 
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volume of the export movement early in the season, according 
to a report just received in the Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics from Vice Consul J. Winsor Ives at Mazatlan, Sinaloa. 
Exports of green peas are not expected to exceed 700 carloads, 
representing a loss of about 60 per cent from the 1,789 carloads 
originally estimated. Exports of all other perishables for the 
season are placed at 380 cars, or about 62 per cent less than at 
first anticipated. 

If the above estimate proves to be accurate, and there is 
every indication that it will, unless a very marked improvement 
in weather conditions prevails during the rest of the season and 
the spread of fungus diseases and insect pests is checked, the 
perishable exports from the three Mexican West Coast States 
during 1927-28 will amount to only about 3,000 carloads, repre- 
senting a decrease of slightly over 51 per cent from the 1926-27 
shipments, tomatoes showing a decline of 59 per cent, green 
peas 25 per cent, and all others 35 per cent. Vice Consul Ives 
expresses the opinion that even with the best of conditions pre- 
vailing during the rest of the season the perishable exports from 
the West Coast could not exceed 4,00€ carloads. 

The following table gives the new estimates of the Mexican 
West Coast shipments of tomatoes and peas for 1927-28 com- 
pared with actual shipments during 1926-27, and shows the per- 
centage of decline. 


New estimates Per cent of 
1926-27 


Product 1927-28 decrease 
Cars Cars Per cent 
ee 4,636 1,920 59 
gS 928 700 25 


Revision in Tomato Statistics 
The Census Bureau has announced a slight revision of the 
statistics on canned tomatoes given in last week's Information 
Letter. According to this revision the total pack in equivalent 
number of standard cases of 24 No. 8 cans is 13,159,967 cases, 
and the pack in New Jersey is 276,617 cases. 


Rates from North Atlantic Ports to Central and Western 
Territory 


The Examiner in the case before the Interstate Commerce 
Commission involving rates on canned foods and vegetables in 
carloads from New York, Baltimore and other north Atlantic 
points to central and western territories has submitted a report 
to the Commission recommending that the complaints be dis- 
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missed. The complaint (Docket 19561) was filed by the Ameri- 
can Hawaiian Steamship Company and the report covers also 
the case of the Luckenbach Steamship Company. In his report 
the Examiner states: 

“The evidence is persuasive that to grant complainants’ 
prayers not only would tend to unduly prefer canal-borne com- 
modities to those produced in Atlantic seaboard territory, with 
resulting prejudice, moreover, to western jobbing points, but 
also would unwarrantedly deprive western defendant carriers 
of a substantial portion of tonnage to which the latter are en- 
titled, thereby making ineffectual the findings in Canned Goods 
From Pacific Coast, no less comprehensive a proceeding than is 
the instant case. 

“Upon this record the findings should be that the rates as- 
sailed on canned fruits and canned vegetables, in carloads, from 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore and the absence 
of two minima on such commodities from those ports to the des- 
tination territory in issue are not unduly prejudicial or in con- 
travention of section 500 of the Transportation Act of 1920.” 


Milk Powder in Germany 


New Zealand and Germany have completed negotiations by 
which Germany removes the excess duty of approximately $83 
per ton imposed on New Zealand milk powder. Prior to the im- 
position of this duty, which was about 4 cents a pound higher 
than the duty levied on the product of other countries, New Zea- 
land had built up a good market in Germany for skim milk pow- 
der. The completion of the negotiations, it is considered, will 
make the German market a valuable market for any surplus milk 
powder which New Zealand is unable to market profitably in 
Great Britain. 


Marking of Foodstuffs Intended for Export 


On a number of occasions, the Department of Commerce an- 
nounces, foreign representatives of the Department have stated 
that there is a disposition for foreign purchasers to look with 
suspicion on articles marked “For Export” or “For Export Only” 
or some similar phrase. This aversion is based on the belief that 
such products are of poor quality or are otherwise of such a 
character that they could not be sold in this country. 

The Foods and Drugs Act does not apply to articles which 
are prepared or packed according to the specifications or direc- 
tions of the foreign purchaser, and/or if no substance is used in 
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the preparation or packing thereof in conflict with the laws of 
the foreign country to which the article is intended to be ship- 
ped. Such articles must be marked on the outside container or 
wrapper to show that the article is intended for export and is 
prepared or packed in accordance with the specifications or di- 
rections of the foreign purchaser. Articles which are made in 
compliance with the Food and Drugs Act need not bear any dis- 
tinctive marking when intended for export. 


Products which are made in accordance with special in- 
structions for export will be considered in violation of the law 
if sold or offered for sale in this country. 

Attention of exporters is called to this regulation, as it is 
believed that some shippers may be unnecessarily marking their 
products which are intended for export with some of the phrases 
to which objection is taken, thus inadvertently making their 
sale more difficult. 
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